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To the Keeper of th MUSEUM. 
SIR, 


Make one of a Sotiety of old Friends, wha 
@4 mect frequently, and delight much in each 
} other’s Company ; mor without Reafon: 

@ for their Converfation is generally entertain- 
/* ing, and often improving. Every Member 
of it is free to fpeak his Opinion; nor do 
} we love one another a Jot the lefs, for hap- 

pening to think every now and then very 
differently. Sometimes little Pieces of Poetry, not inelegant, 
are produced amongft us, and contribute; by their Novelty, 
to our Amufement. When we met laft, the Difcourfe by 
a meer Accident turned upon /Vomen ; and as this Subje.? 
was han:led very comically, and in a manner quite new, the 
communicating the Particulars of it to you, a: I fhall con- 
ceal the real N es of my Friends, will be no Breach of 

Vou. JL Sf Tru. 
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Truft, and may, perhaps, divert many of your Readers. But 
that they may enter the better into the Humour of it, it wil} 
be neceilary I fhould give you a previous Defcription of the 
chief Perfons who were concerned in it. 

Rufticus, one of the Number, is rough, and unpolifhed, 
neglectful of his Drefs to a Fault ; ’tis odds when he goes out 
but one of his Shoes is not buckled, or one of his Stockings 
is ungartered : and fo abfent he is, that, if his Servant did 
not prevent him, he would often ftep into his Chariot in his 
Night-cap. He takes little or no Pains to pleafe, but thro’ 
his Slovenlinefs, and the Bluntnefs of his Expreffion, he often 
difpleafes, where he does not mean to give Offence neither. 
The Ruft he contraéted at the Univerfity has eaten fo deep 
into his Behaviour and Carriage, that it is to be feared he will 
wear it now for Life. You may as well attempt to wafh the 
Blackmoor white, as to fcour and brighten him up; not fee- 
ing or not allowing his Defects, he will never mend them. 
Amongft Men, though he is fomewhat Pedantick, and perpe- 
tually quoting Scraps of old Latin, he is no unpleafant Com- 
panion. For his very Surlinefs and Spleen, with which he 
is troubled, is diverting. However fingular his Opinions are, 
he feldom delivers them without giving them a Zeft of Wit 
and Humor ; and the Oddity of them is often the Whet-ftone 
of the Witof others. But his ftrongeft Charaéteriftick is an 
utter Averfion to all Womankind : If this String happens to be 
touched in his Prefence, the Violence of his Antipathy car- 
ries him beyond all Bounds ; on this Topick he is always ab- 
furd, and often fcarce decent. ‘There is not a Paffzge in 
the Greek or Roman Writers to the Prejudice of the Female 
Sex, that he has not gotten by Heart; and he is not a little 
indebted to fome of our modern Plays (which he therefore 
highly admires) -for Invectives of that kind. He is not fatis- 
fied with declaring his Contempt for them, as infignificant : 
he is for fhunning them as a Danger and a Mifchief ; and 
will difpute for two Hours together, that there never was 
a fcandalous or a wicked ‘Thing done, but fome Woman had 
an Hand in it. 

Philegynes is in every refpect the Reverfe of this Charac- 
ter ; though few have more Wit or Learning, he feems not 
to know it himfelf, or at leaft never prefers himfelf on that 
Account to the reft of his Company. When he advances 
any Opinion, it is with a modeft Diffidence, and 2a polite 
Dererence to his Hearers ; and if he ventures to difagree in 
~cntiment, and, which happens but feldom, to contradict, he 
expretics himiclf in Terms fo complaifant, and ina Tone of 
Voice 
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Voice fo gentle, that the Niceft cannot be offended at it. He 
is neither pofitive in afferting, nor obftinate in maintaining, 
but feems equally defirous to be convinced and to convince. 
His chief Aim is to come at the Truth; and though he ge- 
nerally has the greateft Share in difcovering it, he very 
readily gives to others the Merit of it. His Converfation is 
for the moft part chearful, and even lively ; and his Wit fo 
caftigated and inoffenfive, that he was never known to 
throw out a perfonal or ill-natur’d Reflection. Endowed 
with thefe Qualifications, it is no Wonder he is carefs’d and 
well-fpoken of by all his Acquaintance. They are fure of 
his good Word, and his good Offices befides when he can 
ferve them. But Philogynes is not content with this Merit 
only ; he is a profefled Admirer of the Fair Sex; his con- 
ftant Attendance upon them has fufficiently proved his Affec- 
tion for them: fo that he is favourably received by moft, 
and by many is ftiled their Champion or Knight-Errant. By 
long Praétice he has acquired the happy Knack of fuiting his 
Obiervations and Expreffions to the particular Turn of every 
Female he converfes with ; he never is guilty of talking to 
them, like the Country Booby, of his Dogs and his Horfes 5 
nor, like the jobbing Scrivener, of the Rife and Fall of the 
Stocks; he is too experienc’d to commit fuch Blunders, and 
his Memory.is furnifhed with Knowledge more recommending. 
For he has learned the Names of all the Mantua and Hoop- 
makers, Milliners and Frizeurs within the Bills of Mortali- 
ty; and is ready, when Good-Breeding makes it neceflary, 
to join with his fair Companions in the Praifes of an Jtalian 
Squeaker, a fafhionable Actor, or a favourite Stage-Dancer. 
He is {killed in diftinguifhing the Merit of a ‘Fan, that plays 
well, and of a Blonde well chofen. In fhort, he can accom- 
modate himfelf to all their Mdinnefes, and is never at a Lo& 
amongft them. Such as thefe are too often indeed the To- 
picks in Phylogynes’s Female Parties; but fhould he by Chance 
partake of Converfations more refined (as fome Ladies have a 
Tafte beyond a Fan and a Ribband) he never pretends to be 
wifer than They are ; but makes them believe he receives as 
much Inftruétion from them, as he is able to give them. 
Hence they are never afraid of delivering their Sentiments 
openly before him, becaufe they are fure he will not 
ridicule ; and ’tis great Odds, but he finds fome Handle for 
commending them. Was I to ftop here, this Defcription 
might injure him, by making him liable to the Imputation 
of being a Dangler ; but he is placed in too aétive a Sphere 
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of Life to deferve that Appellation; and no one difcharges 
the weighty Affairs committed to his ‘Truft with more Punc- 
tuality or Ability. Though to fee him, like Achilles, amongft 
the Women, you would fwear he was a mere Man of Plea- 
fure, when Bufinefs requires his Attention, he feems as if he 
made that his Miftrefs and only Purfuit, and thought of no- 
thing elfe. 

To thefe two muft be added Politicus, as having no fmall 
Share in our Debates ; he is a Medium between the former 
Characters, being neither fo uncouth as the one, nor fo re- 
fined and polifhed as the other. One very ftrong and parti- 
cular Feature he has, by which I muft diftinguith him, and 
that is, a Rage for Politicks ; he is indifferent to almoit 
every Occurrence, that he cannot apply to the Balince of 
Europe, to the Common Caufe, to the infeparable Interefts 
of our Allics, and fuch like Cant Words, which are always 
uppermoft with him ; but fay any thing before him that has 
the leaft Connection with thefe Ideas, and he burfts out, 
like the Sibyl, from his Silence, and forms a thoufand airy 
Projects on his enthufiaftical Imaginations. War and Peace 
poffefs all his Thoughts, and what he cannot link in the 
Chain of thefe Contiderations, he overlooks as undeferving 
his Notice and Attention. 

Of myjelf, I will only mention, that | am reckoned rather 
Grave and Taciturn, though I hope tice from Morofenefs 
or Conceitedneis ; and being the oldcft of the Society, they 
reter generally to me as Arbiter, and fuffer me to pafs Sen- 
tence on their feyeral Opinions. 

But left the Length of my firft Letter fhould deter you 
from defiring a farther Correfpondence with me, I will 
defer the Converfation itfelf, till another Opportunity. 
lam, 

Your very humble Servant, 


CritTicus. 


On Pusriick AccusATIONs, 


MONG other more important Confequences of 

the late Rebellion, we may reckon the Impeach- 
ments, which neceflarily follow it. There needed no other 
Circumftaznce to draw our Attention towards thefe, befides 
the meer Novelty and Rarenefs of the Thing. —— 
ive 
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lived fo long, though not in perfect Domeftick Tranquillity, 

et without any violent Shock or Alarm to the State, that 
a publick Accufation was an Affair unheard of and forgottcn. 
Perhaps this Circumftance was not much to the Advantage of 
the Body Politick. For many are the Benefits which refult to 
every free State from a proper Frequency of publick Profecu- 
tions ; and many [nconveniences both directly and indirectly 
attend the Want of them, 

By Publick Accufations, I do not here mean the Refentment 
of any individual Member of Society, however powerful and 
exalted ; or the vindidtive Proceedings of a fuccefsful Faétion. 
Such Proceedings, ’tis true, have fometimes had the Name 
and Countenance of Publick Authority to colour them; but 
they were not the more, on that Account, publick Accufa- 
tions; nor lefs truly to be reckon’d private, felfifh, and 
malicious. Which I now chufe to take particular Notice of, 
becaufe it is the conftant Artifice of our publick Enemies, to 
reprefent the Juftice of their Country exerted againft thofe 
Parricides, that were armed for her Deftruction, as meer 
perfonal Hoftility ; and thofe true Citizens who have charg- 
ed themfelves with the Conduct of publick Juftice, as the 
Leaders of a Party, and the Minifters of its Revenge over 
a defeated Antagonift. Let them continue to talk fo, while 
by the Method which they take to interpret our Proceedings, 
they fo clearly difcover their own Principles and Temper ; 
fo clearly prove themfelves the Heirs of that fanguinary Party, 
which before the Revolution confirmed itfelf by the Murder 
of the beft and greateft Men the Nation could boaft of ; 
and which, in a preceeding Canoniz’d Reign, filled the whole 
Syftem of Government with Rapine, Chains, and Profcrip- 
tion. It is not to be expected that fuch Men thould have 
any Notion or Conception of that Reverence which a true 
Citizen bears to the Laws, of that virtuous Pride which ~he 
enjoys in feeling himfelf connected with the Conftitution of 
his Country, or of that formigable Spirit with which he-will 
engage in crufhing all who have the Boldnefs and Impiety 
to attack it. 

But to return. Publick Accufations are thofe only in which 
the Appeal is made to a publick Tribunal; and in which the 
Crime in Queftion, primarily and immediately affeéts the 
Publick, or Body Politick. So that really in a defpotick 
Government, there can hardly be fuch a Thing: For what 
can be called a publick Tribunal in a Nation where every 
thing is accountable to private Paffion and Will? or how can 
we talk of a Body Politick, where the whole Aggregate of 

Socicty 
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Society is unnaturally made fubfervient to one, and that per- 
haps the moft inconfiderable of its Members ? 

Thus true Publick Aecufatrons are proper only to free States ; 
and are there of manifold publick Utility. One very obvious 
Advantage refulting from them, is their Tendency to keep the 
Subje@s of a State within Moderation, as to the, Exercite of 
any publick Power, and indeed as to the whole Oeconomy 
of their political Character. Impunity is the natural Parent 
of Licentioufnefs and Excefs ; and where Magiftrates are 
heedlefs, and the Laws inactive, there audacious and afpiring 
Men have both Temptation and Opportunity to profecute 
their evil Defigns. But every Man will be cautious of his 
Proceedings, when he knows they are affiduoufly watched and 
eftimated ; and many will be kept clear from all Infection 
of publick Guilt, by every Example of its being equally re- 
warded. 

Another great Recommendation of publick Profecutions, is, 
that they aftord a proper Vent and Difcharge to that Aver- 
fion a popular Odium, which is fometimes entertained and 
fomented againft Minifters, or other Citizens eminent in 
publick Life. This is very frequently the Cafe in free States, 
where great Pre-eminence and Superiority in any particular 
Perfon, is but ill brook’d by Men who think themfelves 
his Equals. When this ill Humour is once rouzed and 
put in Motion, it will hardly ever be pacify’d while the 
Obje& of it continues powerful and profperous, and with 
any Circumftance about him where Sufpicion can find a 
Harbour. In Proportion to its Height and Duration, it will 
inevitably be productive of many perfonal ill Offices on both 
Sides ; and where it is not diverted into a peaceable Channel, 
it may end in Convulfions fatal to the State, in Tumults, 
Civil Wars, and the Introduction of a foreign Power. Many 
Inftances of this might be produced both from ancient and 
modern Hiftory ; but our own Country, and our own Times 
afford one of the moft remarkable. ‘The Current of popu- 
lar Hatred which continued fo long, and ran fo high againft a 
late Minifter, was in Fac productive of many ill Confe- 
quences for want of this proper Channel to difcharge itfelf ; 
and threaten’d to have been productive of many more. 
Whereas if he had been openly and deliberately accufed, the 
People would have immediately known on what to reft their 
Judgment concerning him ; if he had been found to deferve 
Punifhment, the Laws would peaceably and of their own Ac- 
cord, have exerted themfelves againft him ; and if he had 
proved unblameable, the Commonalty would not have failed 

to 
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to have done him Juftice in their Efteem, and to have made 
him ample Amends for their former Prejudice againft him. 
Inftead of this, the People on both Sides were actuated by 
that keen Animofity, which always accompanies an implicit 
Perfwafion, and an imperfect Evidence. The Friends of the 
prefent Eftablifhment were divided among themfelves ; and 
the exploded Tools of Facobitifm acquired Strength and 
Countenance by creeping in among them amidé that Divifion ; 
thus learning their Language, and getting by Heart their 
Arguments, to cloke the monftrous Prejudices of their own 
Faction, and perfwade inadvertent People that Sacobiti/m 
could dwell with a Knowledge of Liberty. 

It is a well-known Maxim among Political Authors, that 
nothing tends more to the Prefervation of any Civil Confti- 
tution, than frequent Returns to its primary and original 
Principles. If a Commonwealth had any thing. in the original 
Form and Temper favourable to publick Virtue, it muft 
be for the publick Benefit to revive thofe favourable Circum- 
ftances, and prefent them anew to the Eye of the Commu- 
nity. And thus far at leaft the Maxim is indifputably true. 
How did the Conftitution of Exgland rife, as it were from 
an utter Decay, with new Vigour and Beauty at the Revolu- 
tion, when the Lords and Commons took the Nation out of 
the Hands of an infamous Court, difrobed an untraétable 
King, and redrefs’d the Grievances which he had attempted 
to authorize, according to the Praétice and Example of their 
Anceftors ! Now every publick Accufation has a fimilar Effeet, 
though in an inferior Degree ; for it requires a careful 
Survey of that Duty which the State expects from all her 
Subjects, and of thofe Terms upon which fhe affords them her 
Protection ; fo that it may not improperly be reckoned an 
Appeal to the original Principles of the Commonwealth. 

When once an Impeachment is honourably fet on foot, 
from that Moment the Eyes of all Men are fixed upon the 
Form and Conftitution of their Country. The State be- 
comes an Object of general Attention, her Foundations are 
confidered, her ftrong and weak Sides compared, neceflary 
Meafures are thought of for her better Security, the terrible 
Confequences of a Change are feen and underftood, and the 
Paffions of Mankind are: moved towards the fame Objeét, 
which their calmeft and matureft Judgement ought ever to 
be fixed upon. Many are the Advantages which refult from 
this popular Habit of feeling for the Community, as well as 
thinking about it. If we reflect a Moment on the melane 
choly Condition of a State, whofe Citizens are in general in- 
advertent, and indifferent with refpeét to publick Meafures, 

we 
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we fhall know how to judge of the Utility of any Circum- 
ftance or Expedient, which tends to introduce the contrary 
Habit. But there is one pofitive Benefit of this kind, which 
our own Country ftands fo much in need of, that it deferves 
a particular Notice. Publick Accufations make the Com- 
monwealth one great and immediate Source of our Paffions 
and Undertakings. But the People of England are fo much 
direéted in all their Conduct, by a meer Spirit of good 
Neighbourhood and companionable Acquaintance, that it is 
no new Thing among us, to fee Men effeminately de- 
clining to proceed in Meafures which they know to be juft 
and requifite, meerly becaufe they might prove detrimental 
perhaps to fome particular Perfon, with whom they had been 
familiar at Rome, Paris, or it may be Bath. It muft go ill 
with a Nation, whenever this is the ruling Spirit of its Se- 
nators ; and whatever tends to engage our Paffions for the 
Publick, tends in proportion to invalidate and reduce it. 

The laft political Advantage which I fhall mention to the 
Honour of publick Accufations, is, that they form and train 
up young Men of Rank and Fortune to the Knowledge of 
the Conftitution and the Habits of publick Bufinefs. ‘They 
force a young Man to try and exert the Powers of his own 
Mind, and to obtain a thorough Maftery in every part 
of the Conftitution, and in every other Circumftance of pub- 
lick Bufinefs foreign or domeftick, with-which the Charge is 
concerned, or with which it may be complicated. But be- 
fides this, they alfo make him acquainted with the Paffions, 
Tempers, Prejudices, and Views of his Cotemporaries in the 
greater Scenes of Bufinefs ; and this in a much more effectuai 
and ufeful Manner, than any Narration or Inftruction can 
pofibly pretend to; nay perhaps than any other Scene of 
publick Bufinefs is attended with. And this was fu well un- 
derftood among the ancient Romans, that the moft honoura- 
ble Method which a young Man could lay hold of to pro- 
duce himfelf to the World, was by fome Charge of this Kind; 
and when we find their old Senators and Statefmen’ recom- 
mending a Youth of Hopes, either to their Friends or to the 
People, they will tell what Credit he acquired as a Tribune 
or 2 Queftor, but they never fail to add, if they can, that 
hg is alfo illuftrious for a publick Accufation. 


MERCATOR. 


Gr 
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On True and Fatst RELIGION. 


Cum multe res in Philofophia nequaquam fatis adhuc expli- 
cate funt, tum perdifficilis, Brute, quod tu minime ignoras, & 
perobfcura gue/ftio eff de Natura Deorum: que ad agni- 
tionem animi pulcherrima eff, F ad moderandam RELIGIO- 
NEM neceffaria. Cic. de Nat. Deor. 


F all the Comforts which the great Creator has beftow- 
ed upon Mankind, the early Love and 4dmiration of his 
Perfetions, which he implanted in us, called RELIGION, 
is the moft delightful ; for what can more exhilarate Life, 
than the conftant Exercife of our rational Faculties, in con- 
templating upon the Attributes of an Almighty Being, whofe 
Power is guided by univerfal Benevolence? Nothing upon 
Earth can be more heavenly than a Werfhip of this Sort, 
where Gratitude leads us to the Shrine, and the Wings of 
Hope and Peace protect us. Such a Religion does not con- 
fift in external Rites and the holy Trumpcry of Ecclefiafti- 
cal Cercmonies, in the fuppliant Fawn of cacerdotal Grimace, 
nor the unintelligible Jargon of ilicrarchical Riddles, but in 
the pure Obedience of the Heart to the Will of him, who 
created every thing to co-operate in the univerfal Harmon 
of Nature. Thefe Thoughts form us betimes to the ftri@telt 
Rules of moral Beauty, they poize the Mind in the Balance 
of Juftice, and open the Heart fr the Reception of the ccelef- 
tial Family. of Charity. Here Contentment tits on her Throne 
fupported by Reafon and Invocence ; and Happinefs, her Off- 
fpring, effufes her divine Influence around the Scene. Thefe 
are the infeparable Companions of true Religion.. But 
what compofes the Train of Superfiition ? A far dif- 
ferent Groupe of Figures. .Remorfe, mental Perturbation, 
Fear, and Malice ; and I am inclined to think, if it 
had not been for the Affiftance of this Deamon, the natu- 
ral Propenfity of Mankind to Good is fo great, that a Multi- 
tude together, never could have been guilty of thofe innu- 
merable Cruelties which ftain the Annals of all Ages. There 
is nothing fo barbarous, nothing fo unnatural, but Superftition 
can convert into Duty. We read in holy Writ, that ’twas a 
Religious Ceremony of the Priefts of Moxocn, to facrifice 
Children to their Deity ; and numberlefs are the Paflages in 
Vou. Il. Tt pro- 
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profane Writers, of the bloody Effeéts of Pagan Idolatry, 
befides all the domeftic Calamities, Injuries, and Immoralities 
of private Life ; and all thefe accrued from the falfe Opi- 
nions the Perpetrators entertained of the Deity. For as ’tis 
natural to imitate the Objects of our Admiration, if HE was 
painted by tlicir Priefts, a revengeful, lufiful, ill-difpofed 
Being, ’twas no Wonder the Votaries followed the igh 
Example, and became at length fo perfec in all kinds of 
Wickednefs. Of this Stamp was the Heathen Jove, who, 
according to the Holy Legends of ancient Paganifm, began 
his Reign with dethroning his Father, and made it afterwards 
one continual Scene of Inceft, Adultery, and every A& of 
the imoft flagrant Infamy. A very proper Obje& of Adora 
ration! PLato, the great Light of the Heathen World, 
in the Dialogue entitled Eutryphon, introduces a Man going 
to profecute his own Father, who, being reproved by So- 
CRATES for his Impiety, replies, ‘Fupiter, who is acknow- 
ledged by all Men to be the jufteft of the Gods, bound bis Fa- 
ther in Chains for a criminal Aétion.”” From which he imply’d, it 
was lawful and right for him to do fo too. TERENCE reproves 
tacitly the erroneous Worfhip of his Country, in one of his 
Comedies, by making a young Debauchee approve of his own 
Conduct by the Example of ‘/upiter. 


—= 





Animus gaudebat mihi, 

Deum fefe in hominem convertiffe, atque per alienas tezulas 
Veniffe clanculum per impluvium. 
At quem Deum? qui templa Cali fonitu concutit. 








Ego homuncio boc non facerem ——— 


Such }10 doubt would be the confolatory way of Reafoning for 
all who were willing to give a Loofe to their Defires. But thefe 
are Mifchiefs of a very inferior fort to thofe that have arofe 
from Mifreprefentations of the Nature of Gop. From this 
Source fprung the wild Enthufiafm of ArRaBia, whofe Vo- 
taries made Perfecution the Inftrument of Religion, and 
fprinkled the holy Way to Paradife with the Blood of Mil- 
lions. Their great Prophet himfelf gave a Sanétion to Mur- 
der and Robbery; and taught his Difciples, that the fureft 
Way to gain the Favour of ALLAH, was to triumph in 
the Death of Unbelievers. The Dagger of Maflacres, he 
called the Sword of Heaven; and fo intoxicated the -_ 
9 
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of a pleafurable and libidinous People with the Hopes of a 
fenfual Futurity, as a Reward for Crimes which otherwife 
would have fhock’d human Nature, that they rufh’d forth 
from their Deferts like a Torrent, and bore down the King- 
doms of the Earth, by the fcarce interrupted Courfe of their 
barbarous Enthufiafm. I wifh now 1 could not ad‘, that 
the pureft Religion the World ever knew, had been made ithe 
innocent Caufe of almoft equal Cruelties, and that the Defigns 
of wicked Men had too much prevailed under the miftaken 
Notions of its divine Precepts. One would imagine, that fuch 
were endeavouring to fulfil literally what the blefled Foun- 
der prophecy’d figuratively, ** Think not that I am come to fend 
Peace on Earth, but a Sword, implying that every new Doétrine 
would meet with Oppofition. But the favage Bigottry of in- 
human Believers have, as it were, practically verity’d this 
Sentence, and converted the Temple of Peace into the Den of 
Defiruétion. How repugnant a Proceeding this to thofe ccelefe 
tial Inftitutions, which form the fineft Syftem of Morality 
Mankind ever was acquainted with, inculcating Sobriety, 
Forbearance, Mercy, and above all, what comprehends 
every active Virtue, Charity. The Tefts therefore of Reli- 
gion, are Benevolence and Reafon ; whatever is productive of 
the one, and conformable to the other, is certainly true; 
and whatever is oppofite to either, is as furely Impofture. As 
Reafon is the great Inveftigator of Truth, nothing has done 
more Service to Chriftianity, than a free Enquiry into its 
Doétrines ; which makes me furprifed to hear daily fo many 
ignorant Zealots exclaim againft a Proceeding fo worthy the 
ature of Man, and agreeable to the Will of the fupreme 
Being. Would they have us totally lay afide, for the Sake of 
Faith, that firft great Gift of God, REAson ? if fo, they 
place the moft pure Religion upon a Footing with the grofleit 
Idolatry ; and in that Cafe, the cafual Circumftance of being 
born and educated among Jndians, would have fubjected us 
to the Worthip of their imaginary Deities. They reply to 
this, as the Pythagoreans did of old, concerning feveral 
Tenets ~ could not defend, Magi/ter ipfe dixit. This 
is putting Religion upon a very poor Foundation, to take 
every thing for granted that is taught ’em, without any farther 
Examination. Tantum opinio prejudicata poterat, ut etiam 
fine ratione valer¢t audforitas.[Cic. de Nat. Deor.] How many 
are there of thefe who employ their acquir’d Knowledge, not 
to fearch after Truth, but to defend what they would believe § 
But as Morality as well as Religion, depends upon the true 
Tt2 Know- 
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Knowledge of the Deity (for asthe great Father of Wifdom 
obferves, ** All our Endeavours are to be like him, as far as 
we are able)’ the greateft Men of all Ages have made it 
the principal End of their Studies to become acquainted with 
his Will and Attributes. Should any one fay, that the holy 
Scriptures are fufficient to teach us this neceflary Truth, I 
fhould anfwer that I grant they are beyond any Difpute, as 
they were wrote by his Infpiration, and were the only 
Revelation he ever made to Mankind. But before we 
affent to this, “tis our previous Duty to examine ftriét- 
ly, whether they really are fo or not.; and whether fuch 
Inftitutions are agreeable to his all-perfect Attributes ; 
otherwife right or wrong, we offer the greateft Affront to 
our Creator, by taking that upon Truft, which ought to be 
the Subject of our mature Deliberations. That great Philo- 
pher, who among the Moderns defended Chriftianity with the 
faireft as well as itrongeit Arguments, fays, [See Locke on the 
Human Underfianding| ‘* He that believes without having 
s* any Reafon for his believing, may be in Love with his own 
«¢ Fancies; but neither feeks Truth as he ought, nor pays 
«¢ the Obedience due to his Maker, who would have him 
«* ufc thofe difcerning Faculties he has given him to keep 
s* him out of Miitake and Error. He that does not this to the 
heit of his Power, however he fometimes lights on Truth, 
is in the Right by Chance; and I know not whether the 
«¢ Luckinefs of the Accident will excufe the Irregularity of 
the Proceeding. This at leaft is certain, that he is accoun- 
«© table for whatever Miftakes he runs into; whereas, he that 
<< makes ufe of the Light and Faculties God has given him, 
and feeks fincerely to difcover Truth by thofe Helps and 
«* Abilities he has, may have this Satisfaction in doing his 
& Duty as a Rational Creature ; that though he fhould mifs 
s¢ Truth, he will not miis the Reward of it: For he go- 
verns his Aflent right, and places it as he fhould, who in 
any Cafe or Matter whatfoever, believes, or mifbelieves, 
according as Rea/on directs him, He that does otherwife, 
‘¢ tranfgrefles againit his own Light, and mifufes thofe Facul- 
*¢ ties, which were given him to no other End, but to fearch 
** and follow the clearer Evidence, and greater Probability.” 
When Faith is thus regulated, it becomes an Earthly An- 
ticipation of Immortality ; it fooths the Pangs of Miffortunes, 
end moderates the Pleafures of Profperity, otherwife often- 
times too powerful for the human Breaft. For by encourag- 
ing and entertaining us with the Hopes of more refin’d and 
per- 
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permanent Joys than we can comprehend at prefent, it 
makes us, as far as our Natures will admit of, indifferent to 
the cafual Lot of our tranfitory State, and gives us below a 
Relith for the Pleafures above. 


PHILARETES. 





4n EPISTLE, wrote from the CounTrRY fo 
a noble Lord in Town. 


N Days, my L—d, when Mother Time, 
Tho’ now grown old, was in her Prime, 
When Saturn firft began to rule, 
And Fove was hardly come from School, 
How happy was a Country Life! 
How free from Wickednefs and Strife ! 
Then each Man liv’d upon his Farm, 
And thought and did no Mortal harm; 
On moffy Banks fair Virgins flept, 
As harmlefs as the Flocks they kept; 
Then Love was all they had to do, 
And Nymphs were chafte, and Swains were true. 


But now, whatever Poets write, 
*Tis true the Cafe is alter’d quite, 
Virtue no more in rural Plains, 

Or Innocence, or Peace remains ; 
But Vice is in the Cottage found, 
And Country Girls are oft unfound ; 
Fierce Party Rage each Village fires, 
With Wars of Juftices and ’Squires ; 
Attorneys, for a Barley Straw, 
Whole Ages hamper Folks in Law, 


And 
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And ev’ry Neighbour’s in a Flame 

About their Rates, or Tythes, or Game : 
Some quarrel for their Hares and Pige 
And fome for Diff ’rence in Religions ; 
Some hold their Parfon the beft Preacher, 
The Tinker fome a better Teacher ; 
Some to the Church though arrant Strangers, 
Are ever anxious for her Dangers ; 

And yet are fuch polite Free-thinkers, 
They neither Parfons mind, nor Tinkers « 
Whilft others, more believing People, 

Can fwallow all Things—but a Steeple. 


But I, my Lord, who, as you know, 
Care little how thefe Matters go, 
And equally deteft the Strife 
And ufual Joys of Country Life, 
Have by good Fortune little Share 
Of its Diverfions, or its Care ; 
For feldom I with ’Squires unite, 
Who hunt all Day, and drink all Night ; 
Nor Farm perplexing occupy, 
With Sheep to rot and Cows to dye : 
I can’t think wonderful inviting 
A Quarter-Seffions, or Cock-fighting ; 
Nor rage I much, or much defpair, 
Tho’ in my Hedge I find a Snare ; 
Nor view I, with due Admiration, 
All the high Honours here in Fafhion ; 
The great Commiffions of the Quorum, 
Terrors to all who come before ’em ; 
Militia Scarlet, edg’d with Gold, 
Or the white Staff High-Sheriffs hold ; 
The Reprefentative’s Careffing, 
‘The Judge’s Bow, the Bifhop’s Bleffing ; 

No! 


=a 





=o. 





Literary and Hiftorical REGISTER, 275 
Nor can I for my Soul delight 
In the dull Feaft of neighb’ring Knight, 
Who, if you fend three Days before, 
In white Gloves meets you at the Door, 
With Superfluity of Breeding 
Firft makes you fick, and then with Feeding : 
Or if with Ceremony cloy’d, 
You wou’d next time fuch Plagues avoid, 
And vifit without previous Notice, 
Fohn, Fon, a Coach !—I can’t think who ’tis, 
My Lady cries, who fpies your Coach, 
Ere you the Avenue approach ; 
Lord, how unlucky !—Wathing-Day ! 
And all the Men are in the Hay! 
Entrance to gain is fomething hard, 
The Dogs all bark, the Gates are barr’d ; 
The Yard’s with Lines of Linnen croft, 
The Hall-Door’s lock’d, the Key is loft ; 
Thefe Difficulties all o’ercome, 
We reach at length the Drawing-Room, 
Then there’s fuch Trampling over-head, 
Madain you’d {wear was brought to Bed ; 
Mifs in a Hurry burfts her Lock, 
To get clean Sleeves to hide her Smock ; 
The Servants run, the Pewter clatters, 
My Lady drefles, calls, and chatters ; 
The Cook-Maid raves for want of Butter, 
Pigs fqueak, Fowls fcream, and green Geefe flutter, 
Now after three Hours tedious waiting, 
On all our Neighbours Faults debating, 
And having nine Times view’d the Garden, 
In which there’s nothing worth a Farthing, 
In comes my Lady, and the Pudden : 
You will excufe Sir,—-—on a fudden—-—- 

‘Thea 
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Then, that we may have four and four, 
The Bacon, Fowls, and Colly-Flow’r 
Their ancient Unity divide, 
The Top one graces, one cach Side ; 
And by and by the fecond Courfe 
Comes lagging like a diftanc’d Horfe ; 
A Salver then to Church and King, 
The Butler fweats, the Glaffes ring ; 
The Cloth remov’d, the Toafts go round, 
Bawdy and Politicks abound ; 
And as the Knight more tipfy waxes, 
We damn all Minifters and Taxes. 
At laft the ruddy Sun quite funk, j 
The Coachman tolerably drunk, 
Whirling o’er Hillocks, Ruts, and Stones, 
Enough to diflocate one’s Bones, 
We Home return, a wond’rous Token 
Of Heaven’s kind Care, with Limbs unbroken 
Afflia us not, ye Gods, tho’ Sinners, r 
With many Days like this, or Dinners ! 


But if Civilities thus teaze me, 
Nor Bufinefs, nor Diverfions pleafe me, 
You’l afk, my Lord, how Time I fpend ? 
I anfwer, with a Book, or Friend: 


See 


The circulating Hours dividing, 
*T wixt Reading, Walking, Eating, Riding ; 
But Books are ftill my higheft Joy, 

Thefe earlieft pleafe, and lateft cloy. 
Sometimes o’er diftant Climes I ftray, 

By Guides experienc’d taught the Way; 
The Wonders of each Region view, 

From frozen Lapland to Peru ; 

Bound o’er rough Seas, and Mountains bare, 
Yet ne’er forfake my Elbow-Chair. 

I 
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Sometimes fome: fam’d Hiftorian’s Pen 
Recalls paft Ages back agen, 

Where all I fee, through every. Page, 
Is but how Men-with fenfelefs Rage 
Each other rob, deftroy, and burn, 


To ferve a Prieft’s, or Statefman’s Turn ; 


Tho’ loaded with a diff’rent Aim, 

Yet always Ades much the fame: 
Sometimes I view with much Delight, 
Divines their holy Game-cocks fight ; 
Here Faith and Works at variance fet, 
Strive hard: who fhall the Vict’ry get ; 
Prefbytery and Epifcopacy 


There fight fo long, it would amaze ye : 


Here Free-will holds a fierce Difpute, 
With Reprobatign abfolute ; 

There Senfe kicks Tranfubftantiation, 
And Reafan-pecks at Revelation. 
With learned Newton row I fly 

O’er all the rolling Orbs on high, 
Vifit new Worlds, and for a Minute 


This old one fcorn, and all that’s in it: 


And now with lab’ring Boyle I trace 
Nature through ev’ry winding Maze, 
The latent Qualities admire 

Of Vapours, Water, Air, and Fire: 
With pleafing Admiration fee 

Matter’s furprifing Subtlety ; 

As how the fmalleft Lamp difplays, 
For Miles around, its featter’d Rays ; 
Or how (the Cafe ftill more t’ explain) 


* A Fart,. that weighs not half a Grain, 


The Atmofphere will oft perfume 
Of a whole fpacious Drawing-Room. 


Vou. II. Uu 


© See Boyle's Experiments. 
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Sometimes I pafs a whole long Day © 
In happy Indolence away, 
In fondly meditating o’er 
Paft Pleafures, and in hoping more : 
Or wander through the Fields, and Woods, 
And Gardens bath’d in circling Floods, 
There blooming Flow’rs with Rapture view, 
And fparkling Gems‘of Morning Dew, 
Whence in my Mind Ideas rife 
Of Celia’s Cheeks,’ and Chise’s Eyes. 


*Tis thus, nty Lord, I free from Strife, 
Spend an inglorious Country Life; 
Thefe are the Joys I itill purfue, 
When abfent from the Town and You ; 
Thus pafs long Summer-Suns away, 
Bufily idle, calmiy gay ; 
Nor great, nor mean, nor rich nor poor, 
Not having much, or withing more ; 
Except that you, when weary grown. 
Of all the Follies of the Towa, 
And feeing; in all publick Places, 
The fame vain Fops and painted Faces, 
Wou’d fometimes kindly condefcend 
To vifit adull Country Friend : 
Here you’] be. ever fure. to meet 
A hearty Welcome, tho’ no Treat, 
One who has nothing elfe to do, 
But to divert himfelf and you : 
A Houfe, where Quiet guards the Duor, 
No rural Wies faroak, drink, and roar, 
Choice Books,. fafe Horfes, wholefome Liquor, 
Clean Girls, Backgammon, and the Vicar. ~ 
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LITERARY MEMOIRS, 


Obfervations on the Hiftory'and Evidence of the Re- 
furreftion of JESUS CHRIST. By Girserr 
West, Ejq;.. Printed for R,. Dopstey.. Ofteve, 
Pages, 445, befides the Introduéiion. 


i HIS Work, as the Author informs us in his Introduc- 
tion, was occafion’d by a Pamphlet written in Anfwer 
to The Trial of the Witneffes for the Refurreétion; the Author 
of which had attempted to invalidate the Teftimony of the 
Evangelifts, ‘by fhewing that they contradict each other in 
their Accounts of the Fa&t. Tho’ this Pamphlet was an- 
fwer’d by two other Authors, and that with great Learning 
and Ingenuity, yet their Manner of clearing the facred Wri- 
ters from the ContrailiGions chatg’d upon them, did not 
feem quite fatisfactory ; upon which Account our Author 
was induc’d to read and carefully to examine the Scriptures 
themfelves. . 

The Confequence of his Inquiry was a Difcovery of the 
Vanity and Weaknefs of the Imputation ; which he found to 
be built only upon a fuperficial and hafty Interpretation of the 
facred Hiftorians. And perceiving new Lights to break in 
upon him the farther he advane’d, he was thence led to go 
far beyond his firft Defign, and confider the Evidences ‘for 
the Refurrection, not only thofe recorded in the facred Wri- 
tings, but others arifing from fubfequent Events and Faéts, 


‘about which there can be no Difpute. He. obferves the 


groundlefs and unreafonable Prejudice, which the World is 
apt to entertain againft all Writings of Clergymen in De- 
fence’ of Chriftianity ; as if they proceeded, not from Con- 
fcience and Conviétion, but from interefted Views and ‘the 
common Caufe of their Profeffion. This Prejudice, however 
uncandid and partial, our Author acknowledges for one power- 
‘ful: Motive which induced him, tho” a Layman, ‘to publith 
‘and prefix his Name to thefe Obfervations’; concluding,’ that 
““ if any fincere Inquirer after Truth, any one honeft‘Man 
“* fhall receive the leaft Benefit from them, he fhall ‘think 
‘86 ‘he has neither written nor liv’d in vain.” Pages 
As the firft Part of this Treatife is entirely taken up ia 

@ critical Examination of the Accounts which the four Evan- 
Uu2 gelifts 
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gelifts have given of our Saviour’s Refurreétion, we fhall not 
here enter into the Detail of it. Inquiries of this Kind mutt 
always relate to fuch nice Particulars as will not admit of 
an Abridgment. The-Juftnefsand Conclufwenefs of a long 
Deduétion will often depend upon the right Conftructian of 
a:fingle Sentence ;. nay, frequently onthe Force of a fingle 
Particle. Our Author, after a very attentive and ingenious 
Comparifon of the feveral Narrations, has intirely freed- the 
‘facred-Writers from any Shadow of contradiétirig each other ; 
and that by an Interpretation intirely new ; but.which, he 
obferves,. is fo natural, that it is Matter of Wonder that it 
fhould. have been fo Jong. overlook’d, rather than, that jtys 
-now. difgover’d. and eftablifh’d. .The whole Force of ‘the 
Charge and Contradi¢tion, which has. becn fo confidently 
,advane’d againft the Sacred Hiftorians, refts upgn a Suppofi- 
tion ‘that they relate the fame Fact differently. In Oppofi- 
tion to which, our Author gradually makes out. the follow- 
-ing .Points: That the Evangclifts, and particularly Se. Luke 
and St,.Zobn, between whom there is the greateft y 
of Contradiction, relate different Circumftances of the fame 
Story: that the Women, Mary Magdalene, Mary the Mo- 
_ther Af [ents Salome and Foanna, came at different Times, 
and in different Companies to the Sepulchre: that there were 
feveral diftinét Appearances of Angels: that the Angels were 
not always vifible, but appear’d and difappear’d as they 
thought proper : that;thefe feveral Fa&is were reported to the 
Apoftles at different Times, and by different Women: that 
_there were two diftinct Appearances of Chri? to the Women: 
and that St. Peter was twice at the Sepulchre.. Which Points 
being. once eftablifh’d, all the Objections againft this Part 
of the Gofpel-hiftory, as contradi@tory and inconfiftent, en- 
tirely, vanifh and come to nought ; as may be feen by look- 
ing. inte the Arguments of thofe who have objected to it. 
ur Author then proceeds to give us a connected Account 
of the feveral Incidents of this. wonderful Event, in the 
Order.in which, according to the foregoing Obfervations, 
they feem to have arifen. He premifes that ‘* Our Saviour 
was crucified on .a Friday .(the Foaneien or Day before 
the: for Sabbath;) gave up.the Ghoft about 'Three 0?Clock 
in. the Afternoon of .the fame Day,. and. was.;buried that 
Evening before the Commencement of the Sabbath, which 
among the ews, was, always reckon’d to begin from the 
firft Appearance of the Stars on Friday. Evening, and to end 
at the sr ppearance of them, again on the. Day :we call Satur- 
day :, That fome Time, .and moft Probably..cowartls she 
ole 
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-Clofe of the:Sabbath, the Chief -Priefts obtain’d of Pilate, 
the Reman Governor, a. Guard to watch the Sepulchre, till 
the third: Day. was paft, pretendiyg 0o..apprehend that hyjs 
Difciples might-come by Night, and .fteal away the. Body, 
and then -give out, that he was rifen, according to what he 
himfelf had predi@ed. while he was. yet; alive: That they did 
accordingly fet a Guard, made fure. the ; Sepulchre, and to 


prevent the. Soldiers themfelves from-concurring with the 


Difciples, they put a Seal upon the Stone.which clofed up 
the Entrance of the Sepulchre.” The. particular Circum- 
ftances, relating to the Refurreétion, feem to have been as 
follows : : 

‘¢ Very early. on the firft ~~. of the Weck, Mary Mag- 
dalene and the other Mary, in Purfuance of the Detlign. of 
embalming the Lord’s Body, which they had concerted with 
the other Women, who attended him. from Galilee to ‘Feru- 
falem, and for the Performing of which they had prepar’d 
Unguents and Spices, fet out, in order to.take a View of the 
Sepulchre, juft..as the Day began to.break: And about the 
Time of their fetting, out, there was a great Earthquake, as 
related by St. Matthew, and an Angel defcended, and roll’d 
back the Stone from.the Door of the Sepulchre, and fate 
upon it, and greatly terrified the Guard, during whofe Afto- 


-nifhment Chri/? came out of the Sepulchre ; and the Keepers 


being now recover’d out of their Trance, and being fled, 
the Angel quitted his Station on the outfide, and entered into 
the Sepulchre, and probably difpos’d the Linen Clothes and 
Napkin in that Order, in which they were afterwards found 
by Fohn and Peter.. Mary Magdalene in the mean while, 
and the other Mary, were till on their Way to the Sepulchre, 
where, together with Sa/ome (whom they .had either call’d 
upon, or met as they were going) they arrived at the rifing 
of the Sun. As they drew near, they conferred among them- 


‘felves about the Means of execyting their Defign to embalm 


their Mafter’s Body,. and of removing the. Stone from the 
Door of. the. Sepulchre, which was. yery. great, and which 
they themfelves, the two Maries at, leait, had feen placed 
there two Days before with great Difficulty. But, in. the 
midft of their Deliberation, ,they perceiv’d at a Diftance that 
it was already rolled away. Alarmed at fo extraordinary and 
fo unexpecied .a Circumftance, Mary. Magdalene concluding 
that, as the.Stone could not be mov'd without a great Num- 


ber of Hands, fo it.was not rolled away..without fome De- 


fign, and that they. who rolled-it away, could have no other 
Defign but to remove. the Lord’s Body; and. being Spavinggs 
y 
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by Appearances that they had done-fo, ran immediately to 
acquaint Peter and ‘Fohn with what fhe had feen, and what 
fhe fufpeéted ; leaving Mary and Salome there, that if ‘Joanna 
and the other Women fhould come in the mean Time, they 
might acquaint them with their Surpzize at finding the Stone 
remov’d, and the Body gone, and of AZary Magdalene’s run- 
ning to inform the two mention’d Apoftles of it. While 
fhe was going on this Errand, Mary and Salome went on, 
and enter’d into the Sepulchre, and there, according to St. 
Mark, faw an Angel and were affrighted ; but he acquainted 
them with our Savieur’s Refurrection, and bade them tell his 
Difciples, and particularly Peter, that they fhould fee him in 
Galilee. The Women fled for Fear, and faid nothing to 
any one whom they met. After their Departure came Peter 
and Fobn, induced by what Mary Magdalene had told them : 
and ‘fobn out-ran Peter, as he himfelf informs us in his Gofpel, 
and looking into the Sepulchre, faw the Linen Clothes, but 
did not go in. Peter went in, and faw the Linen in one 
Place, and the Napkin, that had been about his Head, in 
another. After this ‘fohn alfo went in, and believed; and 
then they departed to their Home. But Mary Magdalene 
ftood without the Sepulchre weeping, and looking in, faw two 
Angels in White, who afk’d her why fhe wept: after fhe 
had told them the Caufe of her Grief, fhe turn’d back, and 
faw our Saviour himfelf, who afk’d her the fame Queftion ; 
to which fhe, not knowing him, but fuppofing him to be 
the Gardener, anfwer’d ~by intreating him: that if he had born 
away the Body, he would tell her where it was lid. Fe/us 
then call’d her by her Name, upon which fhe knew: him. 
He then inform’d her of his approaching Afcent into Heaven, 
and direéted her to tell his Difciples. After this Appearance 
of Chrift to Mary Magdalene, the other Mary and Salome, 
who had fled from the Sepulchre in fuch Terror, were met 
on their Way by Fe/us Chriff himfelf, who faid to them, Jil 
hail! upon which they worfhipped him, and he bade them 
tell the Difciples to go into Gaillilee, where they fhould {ee 
him. After all thefe were departed from the Sepulchre, Fo- 
anna with the other Gallilean Women, and others, came, | 
according to St. Luke, with their Spices, and enter’d the 
Sepulchre; but were much perplex’d on not finding the Body, 
till they faw two Angels, who told them of the Refurreéction, 
and ~bade them remember the Prophecy which Chrift had 
fpoken to them in Galilee, that ‘he fhould ‘be crucified, and 
fhould rife again the third Day. After which they return’d, 
and told all thefe Things to the Eleven and the other Dif- 


ciples, 
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ciples, who gave no Credit to them. But Peter, on hearing 
this Account from ‘foenna, not having believ’d before, ran 
to the Sepulchre a fecond Time; and knowing that the 
Angels, if they were within the Sepulchre, might be difco- 
verd without his going in, he did not enter, as he had done 
before, but ftooping down looked in fo far, as to fee the 
Linen Clothes, and departed, wondering at what had hap- 
pen’d. About the fame Time wene fome other Difciples, 
who were prefent when ‘Jeanna and the other Women made 
their Report, and found it as they had faid. The fame Day, 
according to St. Luée, two of the Difciples went to Emmaus, 
and as they were converfing in their Way upon the Things 
that had happen’d, 7Fefus join’d them, without permitting 
them to know him, and afk’d them the Subject of their Dif- 
courfe: upon which they told him of the Death of their 
Lord, of the Hopes they had in him that he fhould have 
redeemed //racl, and of the Account which Joanna and the 
other Women had given them of the Vifion of Angels, and 
of their affuring them that he was alive: but they added, that 
the Women had not feen Chrif# himfelf. Upon which he 
reprov’d them for their Incredulity, and expounded to them 
all the Prophecies in the Old Tcfament concerning himfelf, 
fhewing them that Chri/? was foretold to fuffer in that Man- 
ner. Upon their Arrival at Emmaus, they oblig’d him to 
ftay with them, and as they fate at Meat together, he dif- 
cover’d himfelf, and ftraight vanifh’d out of their Sight. 
They immediately rofe, and return’d to Ferujalem, where 
they found the Eleven, and other Difciples, who had told 
them of the Refurrection, and that. Chrif? had appear’d to 
Simon ; upon which the Two acquainted them with what 
had come to pafs in‘ their Journey.”” Thus our Author has 
united the Narrations of the four Evangelifts in one confif- 
tent, uniform Hiftory. He then proceeds to fhew the Pro- 
~ of thefe Circumftances, to give the fulleft and cleareft 
roof of the Refurreétion: and this he does by confidering, 
rff, The Manner of the Evidence, or the Method and Order 
of the feveral Fats ; 2dly, The Matter of it, or the Faéts 
themfelves of which it was compos’d ; and 3d/y, The Cha- 
raters and Difpofitions’ of the Perfons whom it was intended 
to convince. He begins. with this’ laft Article, upom which 
he obferves in general that the Difciples were illiterate Men, 
of narrow Underftandings, and fill’d with thofe Prejudices 
which the Fewi/> Doétors had propagated from a wrong In- 
terpretation of the Prophecies concerning the Meffiah, that 
he thould be a Temporal Prince, and reftore the Fews to 
I their 
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their ancient Independence. And fo ftrongly was this Preja- 
dice imprinted upon their Minds, that Our Saviour himfelf, 
by all his Prophecies concerning his: Sufferings and Death, 
could not remove it. » The Confequence was, that upon fees 
ing him actually put to Death in that painful and ignomi- 
fious Manner, they naturally fell into a State of Dejeétion, 
Detpair, and Terror, as appe cars by their deferting, and by 
Peter’s denying him. In order therefore to convince them of 
the Refurrection, they? required gentle Treatment, and a 
gradual ftr engthening of Evidence. 

How well this their Neceffity was provided for, appears 
from our Author’s Examination of the Manner of the Evi- 
dence, or the Method and Order in which the Faéts were 
laid before them, For ‘the .firft Alarm they received, was 
from Mary Magdalene, who informed Peter and “Fobn, that 
the Stone was rolled from before the Sepulchre, and the Body 
taken away: An Account that could not fail to ftartle 
and furprize them, and prepare them to expect fomething ex-, 
traordinary, as it could not appear how, or for what Purpofe 
the Body could be removed, either by Pilate, who had given 
it to his Difciples to bury ; or by the ews, who had no Au= 
thority over the Roman Guard ; or by the Difci ples themfelves, 
for in this Cafe they would probably have heard of the Defign.’ 
Their next Information:was from “foanna, who folved all the 
Difficulty about the Removal of the. Body, by acquainting 
them that fhe had feen two Angels, who told her that Fefus 
was rifen,. as he himfelf had prophefied: But ftill a Doubt 
would remain, concerning what was meant by arifing from 
the Dead, whether to’ ljve upon Earth, or to be tranflated 
like Exoch and Elijah 3:tor no. Body had yet feen him ; to 
remove which Doubt, Mery Magdalene next informed them, 
that fhe had feen Chriff himfelf, with fome very important 
additional Circumftances..; Yet: ftill it might be an Dlufien, 
or fhe might have: feen only a Spirit; ‘for fhe was forbidden 
to.touch him. And to deliver them from this Perplexity, 
nothing could be better calculated than the Account given .by 
the éther Adary and Salsme, that they too had {cen an Angel, 
who bade them teéll the Ditciples, that-they themfelves fhould 
fee him in Galilee; that. they foon after faw Chri himfelf, 
who ordered them.to deliver the fame Meflage, and that they 
held him by’ the: Feet,: and worfhipped him: A plain Proof 
that’ it was he himfelf, his real Body, and not an Apparition. 
And as thefe wonderful Facts had crouded fo: faft upon each 
other, .as rather to dazzle and furprize them, than give them 
Room for cool Reflection upon them; for. this ee — iff 
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thought good to leave them for a Time to ruminate on what 
they had heard, and to compare it with the ancient Prophe- 
cies, and with thofe which he himfelf had delivered to them: 
and while two of them were actually thus employed, he ap- 
peared to them, and firft applied to their Reafon, by fhew- 
ing them how exactly thefe Accounts correfponded with the 
Prophecies relating to the Avfiah; foon after which he 
made himfelf manifeft to their Senfes. In this Manner, 
our Author goes through the following Circumftances ot 
this important Affair, the Appearance the fame Day to the 
Difciples at “ferufalem, the Appeal to their Feeling, as well 
as to their Sight, his eating Meat before them, and his Con- 
defcenfion to the Scruples of St. Ticmas ; fhewing the gra- 
dual Increafe of the Evidence, and its Tendency to remove 
their scruples as ag arofe ; and concluding, that inftead of 
bearing down their Reafon, and dazzling their Underftanding 
with a full Manifeftation of himfelf all at once, we fee him 
letting the Light in upon them by little and little, and pre- 
paring their Minds for a full, deliberate, and rational Affent; 
as Men that were both to be Preachers of his Doétrine, and 
Witnefles to his Refurreétion. 

The third and laft Article of the Evidence for the Refur- 
rection, the Matter of it, or the Facts of which it is com- 
pofed, is treated very largely by our Author: we can only give 
a very fhort and general Account of it. He divides it into three 
Heads, 1. The Appearances of the Angels; under which he 
obferves the different Manners in which they were feen by dif- 
ferent Perfons: Thus the Angels appeared to the Roman Guard 
with Circumftances of prodigious Majefty and Terror, drove 
them from their Poft with Fear, and rolled away the Stone 
from the Entrance ; all which Particulars ‘were neceflary to 
the Preparation of the Minds of the Difciples, as appears by 
what was obferved in the foregoing Article, of the Curiofity 
which Adary Magdalene’s Report muft excite in their Minds, 
There is the fame Propriety in their Manner of appearing to 
the Women, and particularly the firft Appearance to Mary 
and Salome, who plainly were under no Apprehenfion of a 
Refurrection, but were carrying Spices to embalm the Body, 
and by the Sight of the Angel were thrown into fo great a 
Terror, that we cannot fuppofe their Imaginations at Leifure 
to form a regular IJlufion or Phantom ; and yet the Speech 
of the Angel to them confifts of ten diftin&@ Particu- 
lars: As, 1. Be not affrighted. 2. Ye feek Jefus of Nazareth, 
who was crucified. 3. He is rifen. 4. He is not here. 5. Be~ 
bold the Place where they laid him. 6. But go your Way, tell 
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bis Difciples, 7. And Peter, 8. That he goeth before you into 
Gallilee ; 9. There foall ye fee him, 10. As he faid unto you. 
The Order and Conneétion of which feveral Particulars are 
no lefs remarkable than their Number. 

The fecond Subdivifion of this third Article, is concerning 
the Appearance of Chrif himfelf to the Women; which our 
Author particularly fhews to have been fuch as muft con- 
vince their Reafon, remoye their Prejudices or. Fears, and 
explain and confirm feveral Particulars of his own Difcourfes 
and Prophecies to his Difciples before his Death. 

The third and laft Head of Evidence refers to the Appearance 
of Chrif? to his Difciples. Our Author goes through al! thofe 
which the Evangelifts have thought proper to record, and 
upon which the Faith of the Apoftles was principally efta- 
blifhed ; wiz. the Appearance of the two Difciples on their 
Way to Eevnaus ; to the Eleven and their other Difciples on 
the fame Day ; and to Thomas ; under which laft, our Au- 
thor brings all the Proofs of the Refurreétion under one View, 
comprifing them under four Heads. 1. The Teftimony of 
thofe who had feen him after he was rifen. 2. The Evidence 
which the Difciples received from their own Senfes. 3. The 
exact Accomplithment of the Werds which be had fpoken to 
them, while he was yet with them. And 4thly, The fulfilling 
of all the Things which were written in the Law of Mofes, and 
in the Prephets and in the Pjalms concerning him. The Con- 
clufivenefs of all which Proofs, our Author fhews in a Num- 
ber of accurate and ingenious Remarks upon each of them. 
‘The Refult of his long and ferupulous Examination is, that 
there never was a Fad more fully proved than the Refurreétion 
of Jefus Chritt. 

But as all that has hitherto been faid relates chiefly to thofe 
Proofs of the Refurreétion which were Jaid before the Apoftles, 
thofe chofen Witneffes of this great and aftonifhing Event ; 
our Author did not think his Defign fo compleatly executed as 
jt might be, till he had laid betore the Reader fome Argu- 
ments which might induce us, who live at fo great a Diftance 
of ‘Time, to believe that €hrift rofe from the Dead. And 
the firft and principal Argument is the Teftimony of thofe 
chofen Witneffes, either penned by themfelves, or authorized 
by their Infpiration and Approbation. In treating of which, 
our Author’ confiders rirft what Reafons there are for believ- 
ing their Teftimony to be genuine, or for believing them the 
Authors of thofe Books which now bear their Names ; and 
Seconcly, what Arguments there are to make us give Credit to 
this Teftimony, fuppofing it to be genuine. Under the fos- 
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nier Head we may confider, firft, the concurrent Atteftation 
of all the earlieft Writers of the Church, uninterrupted froin 
the Apoftolic Times ; which is fo ftrong an Authentication, 
as requires very pofitive Proofs to leflen and invalidate it : 
Secondly, the Probability of the Apoftles having really left 
in Writing the Evidences and Doctrines of the Religion they 
preached; to which a Zeal for the Truth, Honour for thie 
Memory of their Lord, and a benevolent Care of the Faith 
af thofe whom they had inftruéted, could not fail to lead 
them : And Thirdly, the Improbability of any Books forged 
in the Names of the Apoftles efcaping Detection ; for which 
Forgery no Motive fufficient can be affign’d, and which 
mutt have been detected and difown’d in thofe early Ages 
of the Church, as well from their Care of the Purity of the 
Evangelical Faith, as from the yet recent Difcourfes and 
AGtions of our Saviour, and their Zeal to preferve the 
Chriftian Charaéter from every Sufpicion of Impofture ar 
Fraud. 

Our Author proseeds, in the next Place, to thofe Argu- 
ments which may induce us to give Credit to the Teftimony 
of the facred Hiftorians, fuppoling it to be really their’s. 
And here it may be cbferv’d, that two Qualities are requifite 
to eftablifh the Credit of a Witnefs, viz. a perfect Know- 
ledge of the Faé& he gives Teftimony to, and a fair unble- 
mith’d Character. That the facred Hiftorians were perfectly 
acquainted with the Fa&s they relate, appears from all the 
foregoing Inquiry ; that they were Men of unblamable Cha- 
racters, appears from the whole Conduct of their Lives, their 
Labours, Suffering’ and Death, as well as from the Do@trines 
they taught, particularly the Belief of a future Judgment, 
and the Obligation to fpeaking Truth. Their Writings 
themfelves likewife carry many Proofs of their Veracity along 
with them ; particularly, thofe little and barely feeming Con- 
tradictions and Inconfittencies ; which, tho’ they have been 
fo confidently urg’d againft them, thew that they did not 
write in Concert: their minute and careful Mention of all 
the Circumftances of Time, Place, Actors, and Witnefles 
in moft of the Facts they record: their Relation of many 
Things concerning themfelves, which, in the Opinion of the 
World, could not but turn much to their own Difhonour 
and Difcredit : their Accounts of the low Condition, Suffers 
ings and Death of their Mafter: And laftly, the fimple, um 
affected, unornamental, and unoftentatious Manner in which 
they deliver Truths fo important and fublime. To thefe in- 
ternal Evidences of their Veracity, our Author adds two 
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external Proofs; one negative, and the other pofitive: The 
former is, that out of the great Number of Faéts related by 
the facred Writers, public and extraordinary as they are faid 
fo have been, not one in the Courfe of feventeen hundred 
Years has ever been difprov’d or falfified: The pofitive 
Proof is, the exaét Accomplifhment of the Prediétions of our 
Saviour and his Apoftles, recorded in the New Te/tament, 
and relating to the Converfion of the Gentiles, the Deftruc- 
tion of ‘ferufalem, and the miferable, vagrant Condition of 
the Fewi/h Nation. 

e other Argument which our Author offers to make 
us. give Credit to the Teftimony of the Apoftles, and with 
which he concludes his excellent Obfervations, is, The Ex- 
iftence of the Chriftian Religion in the World. Which af- 
fords the fame Kind of Evidence for the Refurreétion, as is 
exhibited for the Deluge by the petrified Shells and Bones of 
Fifhes, which are found in Mines and Mountains remote 
from the Sea; fince neither Appearance is any Way to be 
accounted for, but by the extraordinary Exertion of a Divine 
Power : As will be feen efpecially in the Propagation of the 
Gofpel, if we confider either the National Character of the 
‘Fews, their unalterable Prejudice of their being the Nation 
chofen by God exclufive of all others, and the prevailing 
Doétrines of the Se&ts among them, particularly the Pharifees 
and Sadducee:, both of them bitter Enemies to the Perfon 
and Doétrines of Chrift : or, Secondly, if we take a View of 
the State of the Heathen World, Religious, Political, Philo- 
fophical, aid Moral, the Prodigy ftill rifes, and the Eftablith- 
ment of Chriftianity grows more unaccountable, upon any 
other Suppofition, than that of its being a Re'igion fent forth 
from God, and propagated under his efpecial Favour and 
Patronage. So that, let the Enemies of Chriftianity obje@ as 
much as they will to the Credtbility of the Gofpel Hiftory, 
‘¢ ‘their Objections will be of no Service to them ; fince they 
¢¢ will ftill find a Miracle in their Way, namely, the amaz- 
© ing Birth, Growth, and Increafe of Chriftianity. Which 
& Facts, tho’ they fhould not be able to account fer them, 
“ they cannot’ however deny. In order therefore to deftro 
*€ the Evidence drawa from them by Chriftians, they muft 
** prove them hot to have been miraculous, by fhewing how 
‘© they could have been effected in the natural Courfe of 
Human Affairs, by fuch weak Inftruments as Chrif and 
‘his Apoftles (taking them to be what they are pleas’d to 
‘© call them, Enthufiafts and Impoftors) and by fuch Means 
“ 4s they were’ poffeis’d of and: emploey’d. But this I ima- 
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«« gine to be as much above the Capacity of the greateft 
«¢ Philofophers to fhew, as it is to prove the Poffibility of 
‘ that proud Boaft of Archimedes, (even granting his Poftu- 
«¢ latum) of moving and wielding the Globe of the Earth, 
© by Machines of Human Invention, and compos’d of fuch 
© Materials only, as Nature furnifhes for the oidinary Ufe 
*¢ of Man.” 


Lal 


- «* 





HISTORICAL MEMOIRS. 


The Account of the prefent State of GERMANY 


continued. 


HE Account which we have given concerning the 

Relation between the States compofing the facred Ro- 
man Empire, fufficicntly explain the Reafonablenefs and Juf- 
tice of proceeding againft any Prince or State of the Empire, 
wanting in his or its Duty, or departing from their Fidelity, 
by putting them under the BAN of the Empire. This at 
firft Sight feems to wound even mortally the Notion of Sove- 
reign Authority in thefe Princes; for if Sovereigns, how fhould 
they be judged ? But when more clofely examined, thisObjeCtion 
will not appear fo weighty. ‘The Sovereignty of thefe Reinet 
fprings from that Union which conftitutes the Empire, and 
therefore this Power is neceflary for the Prefervation of the 
Empire ; fo that the SubjeGtion arifes from the Confent of 
thefe Sovereigns, and the Punifhment is fuitable to this No- 
tion of the Thing ; viz. Deprivation of thofe Territories 
which render fuch Princes Members of the Empire. 

It is very true, that there are fome old Examples of putting 
Perfons to Death for Treafon againft Emperors, but this 
extended no farther than Counts of the Empire. It is alfo 
true that Charles V. not only deprived the Ele€tor of Saxony, 
and the Landgrave of Hef of their Dominions, but alfo 
pafled Sentence of Death on the former, though he ferbore 
to put. it in Execution. But this was done not in the old 
legal Way by an Aflembly of the adjacent States, but by the 
Aulic Counci! eftablifhed by the Emperor Maximilian, and was 
confidered as one of thofe Stretches of Power which brought 
on the fucceeding Civil Wars. ‘The Deprivation of the Ele¢tor * 
Palatine on the Score of the War in Bohemia, had fomething 
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more of Formality in it, but ftill was far enough from beirg 
legal, or from being confidered as fuch by the unbiafled Powets 
of the Empire ; who therefore took the firft Opportunity of 
doing the Defcendants of that Prince Juftice by reftoring him 
to his Dignity and Dominions. 

Since that Time, and indeed in our own, the Electors of 
Bavaria and Cologne have been put under the Ban of the 
Empire with far greater Reafon, and with much more Shew 
of Juftice ; and yet the States of the Empire were not fatif- 
fied, but provided by an exprefs Article in the Capitulation 
of the Emperor Charles VI, that no Member of the Empire 
fhould be put under the Ban without being heard, and with- 
out the Opinion and Confent of all the Electors, Princes, 
and States of the Empire firft had and obtained, &c. “Thus 
it appears clearly, that the Ban of the Empire is a Punifhment 
founded in the Nature of the Government, derogates little 
or nothing from the Sovereignty of Princes, who derive their 
Sovereignty from and are iupported therein by that Coniti- 
tution, and is now fo effectually regulated as to be no longer 
liable to Abufes. . 

The Emperors themfelves are not above Law, or free fron 
the Danger of feeling its Effeéts, if they digrefs from their 
Duty. ‘The Electors have claimed, and even executed a 
Right of depofing as well as chufing Emperors, and the fame 
Thing has been done other Ways. At prefent we fee the 
Capitulations are drawn up and fworn to, in order to prevent 
fuch a rigorous Method of proceeding, from whence how well 
founded foever, vaft Inconveniencies muft enfue ; but if in 
Breach of his Capitulation a German Emperor fhould attempt 
to fubvert the Conftitution, there is not the leaft Doubt 
that the College of Electors have a Right to remonftrate 
againft his Conduct, and if that has no Effeét (in Conjunc- 
tion with the Diet) to apply proper Remedies to reftrain 
him. 

But after infifting fo long on the fuperiour or fupreme 
JurifdiGtion, it is very natural to defcend to the ordinary 
Tribunals or Courts of Juftice. According to the original 
Conftitution of the Empire, there was the greateft Care ima- 
ginable taken, for the Diftribution and Execution of Juftice 
by the Counts, within their Jurifdictions; and by Appeals 
from them in the Emperor’s Courts, before the Count Pala- 
tine. When the Power however of the Emperors came to 
dedline, this Diftribution of Juftice, which depended entirely 
thereupon, came to be interrupted. This Mifchief was foon 
perceived, but not fo foon remedied; various Attempts in- 

deed 





_- Ow US 





Literary and Hiftorical REGIsTER. 291 


deed were made, but all proved partial, moft of them in- 
effectual. 

At laft, the Inconveniences grew fo many and fo great, 
that the States follicited the Help of feveral Emperors, for 
conftituting a Court which might anfwer the End propofed, 
of having Juftice as impartially adminiftred in great, as in 
fmall Caufes) FERDINAND III. abfolutely refufed his Con- 
fent, but in the Reign of his Son Maximitian I, this great 
Point was fettled, and fuch a Court erected under the Title 
of The Imperial Chamber, at Worms in 1495, removed to 
Spire 1533, and after the French had barbaroufly ruined the 
Palatinate, to Wetzlar in 1696. “he Members of this great 
Court of Juftice were, a Judge of the Chamber, four Prefi- 
dents, and fifty Affeflors; but in1719, this Number was lef- 
fened by one half, and thefe are to be part Proteftants, part 
Papitts. 

rT he Reafon why the Emperors were averfe to the forme 
ing fo neceflary a Tribunal, was, becaufe they had always 
Hopes of recovering this loft Flower of their Prerogative, 
by bringing all Caufes in the laft Refort before a Tribunal of 
their own appointing, whereas the Emperor names only the 
Judge and Prefidents of the Imperial Chamber. What for- 
mer Emperors had endeavoured in vain by Authority, Max- 
iMILIAN obtained by Policy. He forefaw that the large Ex- 
pence of the Imperial Chamber, which fell entirely on the 
States of the Empire, would make them unattentive to their 
new Tribunal ; and fo it fel] out. ‘They knew the Impor- 
tance of it, they ftruggled to obtain it, but they neglected its 
Support. 

The wife Emperor, to provide for the Adminjftration of 
Juftice, at fuch Times as thefe Accidents kept the Imperial 
Chamber clofe, revived his ulic Council ; and to fhaew his 
Moderation, defired the States to add to the Number of Af- 
feflors eight, though the Emperor allows Salaries to them all, 
By this Means he drew all the Caufes before his own Tri- 
bunal, by keeping it ever open, and the Seats well filled ; 
and by saking Careto fee the Sentences pronounced, duly and 
{peedily executed. The Princes and States of the Empire 
quickly faw their Error, and that the Emperor had made ufe 
of their Negligence to fecure what, if they had not loft 
their Ofportunity, muft have always depended upon them. 
They did not fail to remonftrate and expoftulate on this 
Subject, and to reprefent it as an Infringement on the Ger- 
manick Conttitution, by which the Jmperial Chamber ought not 
anly to be the Supreme, but the fole Tribunal of that Kind. 
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To this, however, the Emperor returned very plaufible An- 
{wers. He obferved, that in ereéting the Imperial Chamber 
he hac complicd with the Detires of the States; and by 
eftablifhing the 4ulte Council he had provided for the con- 
ftant Adminiftration of Juftice ; he intitted that he had per- 
formed his Duty in both Refpects, that he was nat at all ac- 
countable for the Want of Judges in one Court, and that he 
deferved ‘hanks for the Pains he took to fupply the Deti- 
ciency of one Tribunal by the other. 

After all theie Difputes therefore, thefe two fupreme Courts 
fubfift, and that too in fome Meafure with equal Authority; 
for which firit pofletfes a Caufe, thereby retains it ; but fome 
Points, fuch as the referved Rights of the Emperor, belong 
to the 4ulic Council, but both receive Appeals from inferiour 
Jurifdictions, and decide dubious Titles. The Sentences in 
both Courts arc fubject to a Revifion, and in cafe of Injuftice 
there may be a Complaint made to the Diet. In this Circum- 
ftance alone, thefe Tribunals differ, viz. that the Imperial 
Chamber fubfifts during a Vacancy of the Throne, when 
Juftice js done in the Name of the Vicars of the Empire ; 
but the 4ulic Counczl is immediately diflolved by the Death of 
the Emperor, and a new one cannot be named till an Empe- 
ror is elected. 

But before we part with this Subjedt, it may not be amifs to 
fay fumewhat more particularly of this 4ulic Council, which con- 
fifts of a Prefident, a Vice-Prefident, and feventeen Affeflors, of 
whom fix are Proteftants ; the Vice-Chancellor of the Em- 
pire hath alfoa Right‘to a Seat therein, and. all the Decrees 
iffuing from hence, pafs through his Hands, and are directed 
by him to thofe who are to put them in Execution. It is 
by the great Weight and extenfive Influence of this Court, 
that the Emperors are enabled to make their Authority more 
felt than one would imagine was poffible, confidering the Con- 
ftitution of the Germanick Body, and the Stipulations about 
this Matter in the Treaty of Ofnabrug. The Papifts and 
Proteftants both complain of the too great Authority of this 
Tribunal, and the latter with too much Reafon of its Par- 
tiality ; but hitherto they have not been able to agree upon 
the Means of reprefling it within Bounds, and thereby giving 
the true Court of the Empire, viz. the Imperial Chamber, 
its Original and legal Jurifdiction. 

But if the Princes and States have an Intereft one Way, 
the Emperor has no lefs yifibly an Intereft the other; for by 
virtue of Appeals from the Tribunals of other Princes, he finds 
M raw out of it a kind of coercive Authority. We 
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are however to obferve, thatthe Electors and even fome other 
Princes of the Empire, fuch as the Archdukes of Auftria and 
the Dukes of Saxony, are exempted from this Dependence ; 
that is to fay, their Subjeéts have no Right at all to thof 
Appeals ; Ecclefiaftical Caufes in like Manner are exempted, 
and fo are Criminal Caufes, becaufe of the many Inconve- 
niencies that muft neccflarily attend Appeals in both. 

By this Court and the Exercife of his referved Rights, the 
Emperor’s Power appears, and by an artful Ufe of them he 
avails himfelf of his Dignity, notwithftanding all the Reftric- 
tions by which it is bounded. By referved Rights, are meant 
the Prerogatives annexed to the Imperial Dignity, and are 
chiefly thefe, viz. granting to all the Princes the Inveftiture 
of their Dominions, which has been explained; coffferring 
Titles, fuch as Princes and Counts of the Empire, making 
Cities, founding Univerfities, granting Fairs, and other fuch 
like Advantages ; in giving Difpenfations with refpe& to Age, 
that Princes may the fooner come to goverh their own Dos 
minions, without allowing tedious Minorities, which are al- 
ways deftructive ; in deciding Difputes about Rank and Pre- 
cedency, and granting for one Time only a vacant Seat in 
every Chapter of the Empire, which is ftiled the Right of 
Prima Preces. 

In none of thefe Points he is abfolutely at Liberty; for as 
to Fiefs, he is bound to beftow Inveftitures as the Laws di- 
re&t ; as to Titles, he promifes to beftow them only on 
worthy Perfons, 2nd who have Eftates fufficient to fupport 
them ; and when beftowed, they only give Name and Ke- 
fpect. To acquire Power and Privileges; thefe Princes and 
cane muft have the Confent of their refpeftive Bodies, in 
order to be admitted to fit and vote ; yet fome Titles are of 
great Confequence, as for Inftance, ennobling Ladies that are 
inferior by Birth to Princes, who incline to efpoufe them, 
and thereby legitimating their Defcendants,. otherwife on 
Account of that Inequality of Birth confidered as incapable of 
any Succeffion. In Cafes of Minority, no Wrong muft be 
done the natural Guardian of the Prince, and in all the other 
Cafes many Cautions are to be ufed ; notwithftanding all 
which, thefe Imperial Presogatives are attended with many, 
and thofe too very sonliintstie Advantages. 

After confidering the feparate Powers of the Emperor and 
Princes of the Empire, we are next to regard them as aéti 
conjunétly in the Diets, or Affemblies of the States of the 
Empire, where the Germanick Body appears in its full Luftre, 
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and in which the Legiflative Power of the Empire refides. It 
would be needlefs to detain the Reader with an Account of 
the Difference between the ancicnt and modern Diets, as the 
Diet is now become neceflary and perpetual, this that now fub- 
fifts having fat fince 1663 ; neither is it requifite to dwell on 
the Manner of convoking and opening this Affembly, as thefe 
are not at all like to occur in our Days ; and therefore let us 
content ourfelves with obferving, that every State and Prince, 
every Prelate, Count, and free City of the Empire, has a 
Right to a Seat in this Diet, which the Princes claim 
before Inveftiture, the Prelates before they receive their Bulls, 
and the Guardians of young Princes during the Minority of 
their Wards. 

The Emperor, when prefent at the Place where the Dict 
is held (ufually at Rati/bon, but may be in any City of the 
Empire) prefides there in Perfon; when abfent, he does fo 
virtually by his Commiflary, or firft Commiffioner, whe lays 
before the Affembly whatever he receives Orders from his 
Mafter to propofe, which is done by the Communication of 
what is called the Commifforial Decree. The Dire&or, or as 
we would phrafe it, the Speaker of the Diet, is the Elector 
of Mentz, in Quality of Chancellor of the Empire; and 
therefore he has a Chancery there, to which all Things are 
addrefied that are to come before the Diet; and thefe are com- 
municated by the Secretary of the Elector of Mentz reading 
the Papers which are to be communicated, to the Secretaries 
of the other Minifters of the States at the Diet ; and this is 
what they call per Dié?aturam, whence the Expreffion of tranf- 
mitting Memorials or other Papers of State to the Diéature 
ef the Empire. 

It is common in all the’Accounts we have of the Debates 
in the German Dicts, to find Mention made of feveral Col- 
leges ; and this makes it proper to take Notice, that the 
Diet or general Affembly of the States is confidered as di- 
vided into or forming three diftinc&t Colleges, each of which 
has its particular Direétor. “The firft is that of the Eleétors, 
in which the Eleétor of Mentz direéts, not in Quality of 
Chancellor of the Empire, but as being the firft Ele&tor, or 
as fome phrafe it, Dean of the College. 

The fecond is ftiled the College of Princes, in which fit 
not only the fpiritual and temporal Princes of Germany, but 
the Prefates alio, who are not confidered as Princes, and the 
Counts of the Empire ; but with refpeé to their Votes, there 
is a wide Difference; for: the Princes fpiritual and temporal; 
vote 





















Literayry and Hiftcrical RecisTER 295 


vote diftinly, that is, each of them has a fingle Vote 5 but 
the Prelates and Counts vote by Benches, each having only 
one Vote. The Prelates are divided into two Benches, vz. 
of the Rhine and Swabia, but the Counts into four, of the 
Weteraw, Swaiia; Franconia, and Vefiphalia. Neither thefe 
Counts, nor their Minifter, attend the Diet; they content 
themfelves with fending a Minifter for cach Bench to maintain 
their Rights, and to give their Suffrage when demanded. ‘The 
Archduke of Au/fria, and the Archbithop of Saltzburgh, are 
Directors of the College of Princes, and officiate alternately 
as the Subjects of their Deliberations fall out ; and it is for 
this Reafon the Archduke of Au/fria’s Minifter fits on the 
Right-hand Bench amongtt the fpiritual Princes. 

The third College is that of the free Cities of the Empire ; 
and the DireGtor of that College is the Minifter of the City, 
in which the Diet happens to fit. —The two former Colleges are 
filed Supericur ; and indeed, as we fhall prefently thew, they 
are in Effect the Diet. 

In all thefe Colleges the Sentiment of the Majority is con- 
fidered as that of the Body, except in fome particular Cafes 
regulated by the Treaty of Ofnadrug, in which the Confent 
of the whole is ftill neceflary ; thefe are, what ever concerns 
Religion, what relates to the Empire as a collective Body ; 
and any Cafe in which all the Papifts are on one Side, and all 
the Proteftants on the other ; for here, as in many other In- 
ftances, this, howeyer unequal the Number of Voices may 
be, is notwithftanding looked on as an even Divifion. The 
Affair of Contributions was propofed to have been added to 
thefe Cafes, but was referred to the Diet, where it has never 
been fettled, and fo is much in the fame State as if it had 
been one of thofe Cafes. 

When any Point comes before the Diet, it is firft delibe- 
rated and dchated in the College of Electors, next in that of 
Princes : If thefe Colleges differ, they endeavour to reconcile 
them by a kind of Free Conferences, at which only the Di- 
rectors affift, with fuch as the Colleges think fit to name inCon- 
junction with them. When by thefe Conferences the Colleges 
arebrought to a Concurrence, then their joint Opinion is figni- 
fied to the third College, and they are invited to accede to 
it ; but if they do not, the former is digefted and engrofled in 
the Chancery, and delivered to the Emperor’s Commiffary, 
with the Title of the Opinion of the Empire ; only Mention 
is made at the Clofe of it, what was the Opinion of the third 
College. It has been a Point debated with great Warmth, 
ry 2 whether 
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whether according to the Germanick Conftitution, the Opini- 
on of the Majority of the Colleges be properly the Senti- 
ments of the Empire; a2 Queftion of Importance, no doubt, 
and therefore not like to be decided till about the Greek Ka- 
lends, but in the mean Time the Practice is as we have 
ftated it. : 

After the Ceremonies before mentioned, this Opinion of 
the Empire comes to his Imperial Majefty, who gives it his 
Approbation, and then it is publifhed in his Name, asa Refolu- 
tion of the Empire, the St.tes are exhorted to obey it, and all 
_ Tribunals in the Empire are direéted to confider it as 

uch. 

But after all that has been faid, this Matter will yet re- 
miain in fome meafure obfcure, if we do not expluin the Sub- 
jets that come in this Manner before the Dict. In the firft 
Place the Dict makcs Laws, explains Laws, and decides am- 
biguous Cafes; and therefore whenever the Aulic Council 
prefumes to do this, they confider it as a real and dangerous 
dofringment ; next they are to be confulted in making War, 
in which the Emperor can co nothing without them, even tho’ 
it fhould be attended wiih Circumitances that ever fo mani- 
feftly concern the Empire. When War is declared, the Diet 
appoints the Ficld-Marfhal who is to command the Army, 
and ailign him alfo a Council of War; nay, after War is 
declared, in any Cafe but for the Defence of the Empire, any 
Prince may notwithftanding remain Neuter; as the Eleétor of 
Bavaria did in 1672, when the Empire entered into a War 
to fave the Dutch, and in the laftWar occafioned by the Elec- 
tion of the prefent King of Poland. The Diet likewife fettles 
‘the Experces of the Discsteaiahs and the Quota which 
each Prince or Stacie is rated at, is ftiled his Contingent ; thefe 
are governed by old Precedents, and the antient Name of 
Roman Months is ftill in Ufe, becaufe of old thefe Subfidies 
were commonly granted either to enable the Emperor to 
make War in /taly, or for his Journey to Reme to be crowns 
ed. Laftly, the Diet enters into and makes Alliances with 
Foreign Princes, which are however commonly negociated 
by the Emperor, who is empowered for that Purpofe, and in 
the End, the Treaty fo concluded is ratified by the Empire ; 
and hence arife Wars, in which the Empire is obliged to take 
Part, tho’ not attacked ; on this fcore likewife Foreign Princes 
have their Minifters at the Diet, though the Empire fends no 
Ambaffadors itfelf. 

But in moft of the Congreffes for bringing about Peace, 
where the Empire has jeined in a War, fome oe 

en 


| 
: 








a aaa 


















Cor ene LOIN SS TN Sse al 


Literary and Hiflerical REGISTER. 297 


been had to her Interpofition ; as at Nimeguen, where the Ime 
perial Minifters had Powers from the Empire ; at Ry/wick 
they named a fpecial Commiffion ; they fent Deputies on the 
fame Account to the Hague, when during the lait general 
War Conferences were held there about Peace; they have 
alfo had fome Share {ince in the Approbation of the Tyeaties of 
Baden and Vienna. The Truth however is, that they have 
been exceedingly ill-ufed in all thefe Cafes, the Emperor mak- 
ing whatever lerms for them he pleafed, and only ufing 
their Authority to ratify them. This we may look upon (and 
juftly) as the Caufe of that Languor and Inactivity or the 
Diet, in regard to whatever has fo much as a diitant Re- 
lation to War ; for the States of the Empire knowing, as they 
very well do, that they have nothing to hope and all things 
to fear from a War, are unwilling to venture into it, and 
being embarked act but heavily, from the fame Notion, which 
however unreafonable, is after all but natural. 

The Peace of Weftphalia gave rife to the prefent Diet, 
and eftablifhed the Germanick Conftitution ; but the Diet paid 
dearly for the Advantages fhe gained, by confenting to yield 
fuch fine Provinces as the did to France and Sweden by thay 
Treaty ; yet in all fuccceding Treaties the has had much 
worfe Luck, as lofing in each, and getting nothing by all of 
them. We need not wonder therefore if the States of the Em- 
pire are not fuddenly rouzed, fince both Reafon and Experience 
teach them, that while they can keep out of a War, they can 
lofe nothing, of which they can never be fure any other 
Way. The great and powerful Princes of the Empire may, 
like other great Princes, be drawn to engage in Alliances 
and Wars by their Interefts and private Views, and will then 
act with Vigour and Spirit as other Princes do, and upon 
the fame Motives of Gain and Advantage, having their own 
Minifters at every Congrefs to manage their Concerns ; but 
the Germanick Body being fo circumftanced as to be able to 
reap no Profit from fuch Negotiations, even at the moft fa- 
vourable Conjunétures, but on the Contrary, being often called 
upon and expected to make Satisfaction for what is given by 

reaties to other Powers, we need not at all wonder at their 
Conduct. 

But to proceed: There is nothing in reference to the Ger- 
manick Body, that deferves more Agtention than their Reli- 
gious Diftinétions, becaufe thefe really divide the States as it 
were into two diftin@ Bodies with various, and in fome Cafes 
even oppofite Interefts. All the World knows, that Luther 
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@egan to preach the Doétrines of the Reformation firft in 
Germany, and that his religious Sentiments were quickly em- 
braced, not only by great Numbers, but even by the Subjecis 
in general of feveral Governments in the Empire. ‘This 
having exafperated the Court of Rome, fhe left no Stone un- 
turned to procure the Suppreffion of this Herefy (as the called 
it) by the fecularArm, which naturally induced the Proteftants 
to make ufe of the fame Method for the Defence of themfelves 
and the Freedom of their Confciences. Hence arofe the League 
of Smalcald in 1530, at the Head of which were the Elector 
of Saxony and the Landgrave of Heffe. We have in the 
foregoing Article given the Hiftory- of this and the fucceed- 
ing Wars on the Score of Religion, and fhewn how little 
the Eleétor of Saxony got by trimming betwen the Protef- 
tants and the Emperor, and how near the latter was fubvert- 
ing the Reformation in Germany, as effectually as in Bohemia, 
and therefore we need not dwell upon it here. 

It was the Treaty of Weffphalia that, as it fettled all other 
Difputes, adjufted this alfo, and put it in the Power of the 
People of Germany, of both Religions, to live quietly, as 
good Chriftians and good Subjects. But as thefe Stipulations 
could not have been long maintained, if fome Method had 
not been found for the Proteftants to meet, and take Mea- 
fures in a Body for their own Prefervation ; fo the fundamen- 
tal Laws of the Empire having authorized this, the Method 
was not long undifcovered. In the firft Diet held at Ratif/bon 
1653, after the Conclufion of that Peace, the Proteftant 
Princes and States refolved to enter into a clofe Conjunc- 
tion with each other for their mutual Support ; and as no 
Body can act without a Head, they unanimoufly conferred 
that Honour upon the Ele&tor of Saxony, at the Houfe of 
whofe Minifter tiicir Conferences have been ever fince held ; 
and from this Conjunction or Confederacy arifes what is 
called the Evangelic Body, which is the Guard and Rampart 
of the Proteftant Intereft in Germany, watches over the Laws 
provided for the Security of Religion, and in Cafe of Viola- 
tions, which from the natural Spirit of Popery are but too 
frequent, procures Redrefs and Satisfaétion. 

One would have imagined, that when the Elector of Saxony 
quitted the Proteftant Religion, he fhould of Courfe have lott 
his Quality of Head of the Evangelick Body; but the contrary 
is the Fact,which the Reader mutt admit is a very ftrange one; 
but for this, two Reafons are affi : Firft, that the Elec- 
tor of Saxony confidering the Weight and Influence this 
Characters 
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Character gave him, was unwilling, to refign it; and next, 
that the Proteftants finding his Change of Religion gave Force 
to his Reprefentations-in their Favour to thofe of his own 
Communion,faw no Caufe to take theirAffairs out of his Hand, 
which is however what they may do whenever they think fit. 

There is, I think, only one Point more that is neceflary 
for me to confider, and that is,the Divifion of the Empire into 
Circles, which in a former Article | fhewed was a Regulation 
made in the Reign of the Emperor Maximilian, and in this I 
have mentioned the Reafon of that Divifion, which was for 
the Sake of Juftice, and took Place originally on the founding 
the Imperial Chamber. This Divifion, which was madein 1500, 
eftablithed only Six, viz. Bavaria, Franconia, Swabia, Saxony, 
the Rhine and Wefiphalia, which are {till called the ancient 
Circles ; but the great Princes declining to bring their Do- 
minions under the Form of Circles, that Emperor over- 
reached them, and by throwing the Dominions of the Houfe 
of Aufiria into the Circles of Auffria and Burgundy, drew 
in the Eleé&tors of Saxony and Brandenburgh to follow his 
Example in the Circle of Upper Saxony; and the Elector 
Palatine and the Ecclefiaftical Ele€tors did the like with re- 
fpect to the Upper Rhine, which encreafed the Number to Ten. 

In each of thefe Circles there is a Dire&tor and a Chief, 
the firft for the Management of Civil, the latter for regulat- 
ing Military Affairs; the Direétors are fix’d and permanent, 
but the Chiefs or Generals arc cleéted by the Circles. It is 
to the Directors of the refpective Circles the Imperial Cham- 
ber commits the Execution of its Decrees, and from hence we 
fee how this Diftribution comes to be of Ufe in that of Juftice, 
as alfo why the moft potent Princes were leaft inclined to it. 
The Circles having many Affairs to manage, hold frequent 
Diets, in which their DireGors prefide, and in which 
they take Meafures for their own Profperity and Security ; 
and as fometimes thefe cannot be fo well purfued without the 
Concurrence of their Neighbours, they negociate with the 
Diets of other Circles ; and when this is done upon any par- 
ticular Occafion, or with a View to a certain Point, they 
are ftiled confederated Circles ; but this being more frequent 
amongft the Circles of the Upper and Lower Rhine and 
— they are from thence denominated Corre/ponding 

ircles. 

Thus in as narrow a Compafs as it is poffible, we have 
given the Reader a complete View of the moft perplexed and 
complicated Government, ancient or modern, that c\er ex- 
ifted, 
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ifted, and put it entirely in his Power to comprehend what- 
ever is advanced in relation to it by any of our Orators or 
Politicians ; and therefore we have nothing farther to add, 
but this Obfervation, that however particular Princes may 
act to promote their Interefts, the Germanick Body keeps 
conftantly in View the Maintenance of Pustick Liserty, 
as founded on the Treaty of Wefphalia. 


The END of NumpBer XXII. 











